
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Labour Party Proposal for a 

National Policy Statement on Affordable Housing 
 
Affordable housing is one of the huge issues facing this country. Owning your own home has always been 
central to the “Kiwi dream”, but nowadays it is out of reach for a large proportion of the population.  
 
The current Government has identified this issue, and in 2011-12 it instructed the Productivity Commission to 
undertake an inquiry to evaluate the factors influencing housing affordability (both rental and owner-occupied 
housing), and to examine potential opportunities to increase housing affordability. The Commission produced a 
report in March 2012.  
 
The Government agreed with the Productivity Commission that housing could be made more affordable, and 
has embarked on a wide-ranging programme with four key aims in order to make this happen: 

 Increasing land supply - this will include more greenfields and brownfields developments and allow 
further densification of cities, where appropriate. 

 Reducing delays and costs of Resource Management Act (RMA) processes associated with 
housing - this includes introducing a six-month time limit on council processing of medium-sized consents. 

 Improving the timely provision of infrastructure to support new housing - this will include considering 
new ways to co-ordinate and manage infrastructure for subdivisions. 

 Improving productivity in the construction sector – this includes an evaluation of the Productivity 
Partnership’s progress in achieving a 20 per cent increase in productivity by 2020. 

A copy of the Productivity Commission's report can be found at http://www.productivity.govt.nz/inquiry-
content/1509?stage=4   
 
However, the Labour Party has announced that, if it were in Government, it would go further than the 
programme proposed by the current Government. A Labour Government would use its powers under the RMA 
to make affordable and healthy housing an issue of national significance, through the creation of a National 
Policy Statement (NPS) on Affordable Housing. 
 

Such statements are created under the RMA 1991 and enable central government to create and impose 
objectives and policies on resource management matters that the Government considers are of national 
significance.  
 
Currently there is no NPS regarding affordable housing in New Zealand. The Labour Party believes there is a 
need for a consistent approach and that central government should partner with regional and local government 
to plan for current and future housing needs. 
 
Labour has advised that the NPS on affordable housing would state as an objective the provision of adequate 
levels of affordable housing and the availability of land to be used for that purpose.  
 
The NPS would apply across all regions/districts in New Zealand and would direct the Local and Regional 
Councils in the RMA decision making process by requiring that they have regard to the NPS in the resource 
consenting and plan making process.  
 
This would have a direct and immediate impact on planning decisions, as all resource consents would be 
required to have regard to the objectives requiring the provision of affordable housing, therefore providing 
incentive for projects to provide affordable housing when developing in existing built areas or on greenfield 
sites. 
 
The process for creating an NPS involves a public decision making process. The draft NPS would be notified 
for submissions and a public hearing may be held before a Board of Inquiry. The Board of Inquiry then issues a 
decision for the Minister's consideration. This Minister has the ability to make any amendments to the Board of 
Inquiry's recommendation and then make a final recommendation to the Attorney-General for approval. 
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More information regarding the Labour Party press release can be found on:  
http://www.labour.org.nz/sites/labour.org.nz/files/Conference_Factsheet_NPS_Affordable%20Housing_S.pdf 
 
Contact us if you have any queries about Labour's plans on a National Policy Statement for Affordable Housing. 
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