
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
Land Use Recovery Plan 

 
Earthquake Recovery Minister Gerry Brownlee has directed Environment Canterbury to develop a Land Use 

Recovery Plan for Greater Christchurch. 
 

The Land Use Recovery Plan will identify the location, type and mix of residential and business activities within 

specific geographic areas that are necessary for earthquake recovery.  It will override existing Council district 

plans and will direct changes to the regional policy statement and district plans to provide for earthquake 

recovery.  Annual plans and decisions on resource consent applications will not be able to be inconsistent with 

the Recovery Plan.   
 

The Minister's direction specifically identifies that provision should be made for a diverse range of housing 

types, including social and affordable housing.  The Recovery Plan will also provide for the intensification of 

land use and comprehensive development on suitable brownfield sites (where there are already urban uses). 
 

The Recovery Plan is to be developed by Environment Canterbury in collaboration with the Canterbury 

Earthquake Recovery Authority, Christchurch City Council, Selwyn District Council, Waimakariri District 

Council, Te Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu and the New Zealand Transport Agency. 
 

Talks will begin with key stakeholders before Christmas and a consultation document will be available for public 

input and a series of workshops in early 2013.  A Draft Recovery Plan will be presented to the Minister by the 

middle of next year.  It will then be publically notified and members of the public will be given an opportunity to 

provide written comment.   
 

The Canterbury Earthquake Recovery Act 2011 does not require a hearing on any comments made, but the 

Minister is entitled to determine further requirements as to consultation and further public input if he wishes.  
 

Land use planning for Greater Christchurch is the subject of current Environment Court appeals on Proposed 

Change 1 to the Regional Policy Statement.  PC1 predates the earthquakes and seeks to introduce an urban 

limit to greater Christchurch and to identify areas for both residential and commercial growth and development.  

It is likely that the Recovery Plan will override many aspects of PC1 and will be the new foundation document 

for urban development.  It will therefore be of particular interest to those with development intentions or those 

pursuing redevelopment of brownfield sites. 
 

Earlier this year the Minister's decision to insert the version of PC1 preferred by Environment Canterbury, the 

Christchurch, Selwyn and Waimakariri Councils and NZTA was overturned by the High Court on the grounds 

that his decision (at least in part) was not necessary for earthquake recovery.  The Land Use Recovery Plan 

will also need to ensure that its provisions are included for the purpose of earthquake recovery, rather than 

other more general urban development reasons.  
 

Anderson Lloyd assisted the Central City Development Unit of CERA on the Central City Recovery Plan, and 

has been closely involved with PC1 for many years.   
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For further information please contact partners Jen Crawford, Mark Christensen, or Mike Kerr. 
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Direct: 03 335 1265 
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