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Changes to Concessions Regime

Concession holders should now have increased certainty and experience some improvements in
concessions processing due to recent amendments to the Conservation Act 1987 ("CA").

The Conservation Amendment Act 2012 is the latest in a line of changes to the CA that flow from the
Department of Conservation's 2010 review of the concessions processing regime. This review resulted
in a number of proposed changes to improve the timeliness, efficiency, certainty and transparency of
the concessions process.

In 2010, changes were made to:

a. enable licences to be granted for up to 10 years without mandatory public notification;
b. increase the maximum term for permits from 5 to 10 years; and
C. prevent people from making applications for concessions when the Minister has

already initiated a tender process for the particular activity.

The latest changes introduced by the 2012 Amendment Act:

a. allow existing concession holders to continue to operate when their concession term
expires during the process of applying for a replacement concession;
b. allow a concession holder, whose concession term has expired and who has then

applied for a replacement concession that the Minister of Conservation has declined,
to continue to operate until the Minister has formally reconsidered the decision;

C. give the Governor-General the power to make regulations that prescribe time limits for
processing concession applications.

The changes allowing for operations to continue during concession renewal processes will help
prevent unnecessary business disruption and improve certainty. Regulations prescribing time limits for
processing applications will reduce delay and also increase certainty for applicants. So far, there is no
indication of when any such regulations will come into force. We will be watching for these.

If you would like to know more about how any of these changes to the concessions regime may affect
you, please contact us.
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